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AC FTS XX. J 265 2. 
And now I know that ye allaamong whom F 


have gone preaching the kingdom of Ged, ſalt * 


fee my face no mare. 

Wherefore I take you to record this day, par 
J am pure from the blood of all men. 

For I have not 467 ago to declare unto you 


all thei\ounſel of God. 
* 


- engage the attention of man, none 
are uf equal importance with the 
concerns of religion, and another 


world: and even among theſe it is not eaſy to 


find any of ſuch moment as the ſerious tranſ- 
actions between a chriſtian miniſter, and the 
people of his charge, and the moſt ſerious and 
affecting part in his moſt weighty and inte- 
reſting affair, is the final —— of the 
paſtor From his flock. 

Offthis nature was our Apoſtle's buſineſs at 
this, time with the elders of the Church at 

Epticſus. He had, heretofore, ſpent conſide- 

le time in teſtifying the goſpel of God's 
— in that city, to all who would hear him, 
and he had not been withort ſome happy 
1 2 Some of thoſe who had been bo 


bearets, 


MONG the various ied which 


— 


7 
? 


| holy calling; that they ſhould * ks 


* 


/ 
hearers, were now tame elders of the church 
which was erectechinghat place. Theſe our 


Apoſtle had ſent for, as he was journeying in 


thoſe parts, to meet him in the neighbourhood 

of that city, being defirous to ſee them, and 

to give and receive a /aft fareuel, as he was 

$. üble of his approaching end, and that they 
zould fee bis fate no more. 


| brffiches of his preaching and miniſterial la- 
bours among them—having warned, and di- 
rected them to a faithful diſeHärge of their 


es and to all the flock ov e 
Holy-Ghott had made them eech (or 
biſhops) he prayed with, and parted from 
them, in a moſt ſerious and affectionate manner 
The words of our text are a part of this 4 
temn farewel addreſs. 

And as every goſpel miniſter has a ſole 
tranſaction of this nature to paſs mans it 


can never be improper for ſuch to keep in 
view theie words of the Apoſtle; eſpecially 
ſhould they be ſuitably noticed by the mini- 


ſters of Chriſt at their entering upon 
Concerned in, the introduction of any“ 
brethren to the work of the miniſt iy. 
Such is the connection between our K 
ing in this work, and our final ſe paration m 
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Abeit 


the people of our charge: and fach the ſolem- 


Vity of the preſent oecafian, that | "bg Mak. 
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*briefly touched upon th&gnoft conſiderable 
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no apology for chufing thoſe words for ts 
ſubject of our preſent meditation. W og 
I propoſe then to paſs over whatever elſe 
might be pertinently adduced from the text, 
and only take a brief view of the chara@#r of _ 
a chriſtian miniſter, or faithful preacher of the Þ - 
goſpel. This I ſhall attempt by the induction 
of ſeveral particulars, and then ſhut up the 
diſcourſe with a practical improvement. 
q The counſel of God ſpoken of in our text 
| pretty manifeſtly denotes the whole ſyſtem of 
chriſtian truth, or the revelation of the doct- 
rines and duties of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for though this word is applied in ſeveral 
other ſenſes in the ſacred writings, it is alſo 
frequently uſed in %ig, as is manifeſt from too 
many paſſages to need any particular reference. 
It is alfo evident from the context that it is WM 
thus to be underſtood here. 0 
When the Apoſtle faith, I have not ſhurr- 1 
ned to declare unto you all the counſel of God,” A 
his meaning is, that he had made uſe of no F 


»'& 


deceitful gloſſes, double meanings, or deſign- | [ 
ing ambiguities of expreſſion, in order to ſe- | 
cure himſelf from the diſgrace and ſufferings v 

c | . 
of the croſs; that he had not * corrupted the | 'f 
word of God, or © handled it deceitfully,“ but 2 
that he had, in a plain and intelligible manner, = 


»" | <commended the truth to every man's con- 4-3 
Þ ſcience in the fight of God. | | 
This ſenſe is till farther confirmed by the : 

univerſal term all in our text. I have not 1 | 

| ſhunned * 


| 
| 
| 


N 


| thunned to declare unto * ell theicoilatel of 


God, It was not our Apoſtle's manner to 
preach up thoſe doctrines por which he per- 


pere acceptable to his hearers, and to 
= Pack whatever might expoſe him to their 


| 6; of far from this! When he is (on ano» 


ther occaſion) ſpeaking of this #00 common 
practice, which is adapted to pleaſe and gra- 
tify unſanctified men, he rejects it with abhor- 


rence; and then adds, © It I yet pleaſed men, 


I hould not be the ſervant of Chriſt.““ 

However, this univerſal term all muſt be 
underſtood with ſome limitation, becauſe, to 
declare all the counſel of God, in the moſt 
ſtrict and univerſal ſenſe, is a work by far too 
dithcult for men, or even for angels to attempt. 
For theſe grand things containedin the counſel 


of God, they are {till © de/iring to look into. 


* God alone, to whom all his works 
are known from the beginning, is fully ac- 
quainted with this moſt extenſive and glorious 
plan, and has a perſect comprehenſion of it. 
When therefore, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of his 
baving declared to them all the counſel of 
God, he muſt be underſtood of all with which 


he was acquainted, and which they were able 


to receive,agreeable to his declaration to them 
in our context — [ kept back nothing that 
was profitable to you.“ 
Let me proceed: to obſerve then, 
The faithful miniſter is one who has ob- 


: tained an experimental acquaintance with 


. chri- 
® Galat. 1. 10. f 1 Pet. 1. 2 
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chriſtianity. One who © counts all things bu 


loſs tor the excellence of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus his Lord.“ He ſets out with a 
ſingle eye to the glory of God and the beſſ 
good of his fellow men; his firſt concern is to 
know and live the religion of the goſpel him- 
ſelf, and, in all things, to adorn the doctrine 
of God his Saviour, and to act worthy of the 
vocation wherewith he is called.“ And then 
(having obtained proper ſatisfaction that he is, 
in ſome degree, qualified for, and called of 
God to, the work of the goſpel miniſtry) he 


freely and ſolemaly giveth up himſelf to the 


ſervice of God in this go9d work, eſteeming it 
an invaluable privilege that he hay be put into 
the miniſtry; for he fully joins with our Apo- 
ſtle in declaring * to me who am leſs than the 
leaſt of all ſaints is this gracg,given, that L 
ſhould preach among the Gentiles, the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt. * 
Having counted the coſt, he has deliberately 
made his choice * to take up the croſs and fol- 
low the Lamb whither ſoever he goeth,“ and 
in a view of the various trials and ſafferings 
which await him, he is ready to ſay with the 
Apoſtle in our context, None of theſe things 


move me, neither count I my life dear to my- 


ſelf, fo that I might finiſh my courle with joy; 

and the miniſtry which IJ have received of the 

Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace 

of God. N 

In his ſtudy he converſeth much with God, 
12 9 81 with 
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with his bible, and with bis own ſoul, and 
bears. the intereſt of Zion and the people of 
his charge on his heart at the throne of grace. 
He giveth himſelf to reading, meditation 
end prayer, and ſtudies to ſhow himſelf appro- 
ved of God, a workman who needeth not to 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
He is © not a Novice, but a ſcribe, in ſome 
good meaſure inſtructed into the kingdom of 
God, ſo as to be able to bring out of his trea- 


ſure *things new and old.“ 


He examineth his own opinions, as well as 
the opinions of others, by right reaſon and 


the word of God; and this is his otto, to 


the law and to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak 
not according to this word, it is becauſe there 
is no light in them.'+ 

The greater bis literary knowlege, and the 
more he hath trod the circle of the ſciences, 
the better; butdivinity is his favorite ſtudy, 
and the word of God is the man of his counſel. 
He gains all the light and inſtruction which 
he can from authors, whether ancient or mo- 
dern, without calling any man father ; and 
weighs controverſial writings in the balance of 
the ſanctuary. And while on the one hand 
he is far from affecting the low Hingularitiei of 
n party; he will not, on the other, be allured 


by the flatteries, or awed by the frowns of the 


moſt revered names on earth to depart one ace 
from the ſimplicity which is in Chriſt, He 
18 fixed in his determination to follow the 
Lamb whither ſoever he goeth; and though 
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iat. 13. 52, f Ila. 8. 20, 
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he is very glad of company on the way, he wilt 


not turn aſide for the ſake of the moſt te- 


ſpectable characters among men. 

He will love thoſe, for the truth's ke, 
whom he ſees walking in the truth ; he will 
be gentle towards all men, in cn in- 
ſtructing thoſe who oppoſe the truth; and he 
will * be ready to give a reaſon of his hope,“ 
as well as of his faith, to every one who aſk- 
eth him, in a ſuitable manner. 

The chriſtian preacher not only teaches his 
people in public, © but from houſe to houſe.'® 
In his miniftrations he is ſerious, deliberate, 
laborious and zeaJous ; for he remembers that 
he * watches for fouls as one who muſt give 
an account.'+ In his preaching he affects 
not, to play the orator or ſhow his Learers 
how gracefully he can act his part; but, in 
the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power 
he commends the truth to every man's con- 
ſcience in the fight of God. Therefore his 
diſcourſes are ſound, ſentimental and weighty, 
and his manner (as it ever becomes the pulpit) 
manly, ſolemn, and pathetic. 

As he cometh to his people with a deter- 
mination to know nothing among them but 
a crucified Saviour, fo the doctrine of the croſs 
makes the principal figure in his preaching. 


This is the centre to which every line in the 


whole circle of his ſermons apparently tends. 


Therefore his diſcourſes will not be ſtuffed 
with the dead image of dry morality, the noiſy 
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Acts 20. 20, f Heb 13 17, 
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612 
din of controverſy a meer appeal to the paſ- 
ſions and imagination, or with the learned 


unmeaning lumber of the ſchools. 
. On the contrary, he views the importance 


of every doctrine, as it is more nearly or re- 


motely connected with the croſs of Chriſt, or 
the doctrine of his atonement, for in this he 
{till glorieth to the excluſion of every other 
object. Therefore he will inculcate the truths 
of natural religion in order the better to ſup- 
port, explain, and enforce the doctrines of 
ſupernatural revelation, 

The chriſtian miniſter will find it neceſſary 


In the courſe of his preaching, to adduce ſome 


of the various and mighty evidences of the 
Being, Perfections and Glory of Gad ; and to 
touch upon ſeveral branchesof natural religion, 
conlequent to this great fundamental truth; 
that he may thereby prepare the way for a 
clear, full, and plain vindication of the truth 
and divinity of the goſpel, which muſt by no 
means be omitted. 


That the goſpel is no cunningly deviſed fa- 


ble, every true chriſtian knows, and every 
chriſtian teacher ſhould be able to prove. 


The truth of divine revelation being eſta- 


bliſhed, a wide field opens to view, an inex- 


hauſtible treaſure is diſcloſed, from which the 


chriſtian preacher will bring forth things new 


and old. Not indeed becauſe they are either 
new or old, but becauſe they are the invalua- 
ble truths of the divine word. And as on the 


one hand he will not build his faith on the 
opinion 
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opinion of others, however good and great; ſo 
on the other, he will not advance any thin 
out of the common road till he has well exa- 
mined, and 1s convinced that he hath a divine 
warrant for it : yet he will be concerned fo to 
preach that both he and his hearers *may grow 
in grace, and in the &now/ege of their Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” He will therefore 
dwell with particular attention upon the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the chriſtian reve- 
lation ; ſuch as, the ſupreme moral excellence 
and perfection of the divine character and go- 
vernment; the original ſtate of innocence and 
rectitude in which man was created by his 
God ; his preſent undone condition, and his 
| total moral depravity by nature, in conſequence 
| of the firſt apoſtacy ; the righteouſneſs of the 
; Givine ſentence of condemnation to tranſgreſ- 
I ſors ; and. the abſolutely hopeleſs condition of 
1 man without a mediator, 
0 The chriſtian preacher, however, will not 
ſtop here, but will proceed to lay open the 


— divine plan of redemption and ſalvation for 
y finful man. For this purpoſe he will bring 

into view the ſublime doctrine of a ?riune 0 
a- Deity, or the Trinity in Unity in the one un- | 
X divided Jehovah, a doctrine of no ſmall impor- $ | 
he tance to a right underſtanding of the media- 1 
WW torial plan. a "| 
ver He will expatiate, with humble admiration : 
1a- and delight, on the high and glorious cha- 1 
the racer of the Mediator as God manifeſt in fy 
the the fleſh ;* the covenant tranſaction between f 
ion the | 
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myſterious glory of the incarnate wor D, and 
his obedrence, in our nature, to death, even 
the death of the croſs; by which he made 
compleat reconciliation, or atonement for fin, 
and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs : his 
re reſurrection, and exaltation to be 

ead over all things to the church, that ſo he 
might be both prince and faviour to give re- 


pentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins. 


He will teach the doctrine of the purchaſe and 


deſcent of the Holy-Ghoſt, for the applica- 
tion of redemption (by his ſpecial agency) to 
the ſouls of his people; to be a fanctifier, 
guide, and comforter to them, as well as to 
reprove (or convict) the world of fin, of righ- 
teouſneſs, and of judgment. 

And thus he will exhibit as in one view, the 
joint co-operation of the adorable Tree in 
One in the economy of our ſalvation. He 
will keep in view the doctrine of the divine 
ſovereignty in the ſalvation of finners ; the /z- 


pernstural agency of the Spirit in regenerati- 


on; the doctrine of free juſtiſication, by faith 


through the righteouſneſs and atonement of 
Chrift ; the nature and neceſſity of chriſtian 


holineſs, without which no man {hall fee the 


Lord,” and the ſeveral branches of chriſtian 


" 5 
doctrine herewith connected. 


The chriſtian preacher will not fail to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of ſalvation to periſhing 
fiuners, and to invite them, in his Matter's 
Name, 


the Father and the Son, reſpecding his under- 


taking in the work of our redemption ; the 


E 
Name, to comply with the overtures of divine 
grace ; he will urge and beſeech them to be 


reconciled to God, by the various and mighty 
arguments which the goſpel furniſheth, by 
arguments drawn from the ſupreme excellence 
and perfection of God's character and govern- 


ment ; from his right in and over them, as 


creator and preſerver—from the excellence of 
holineſs and the malignity of fin—from the 
ſtupendous love and grace of God in the gift 
of a Saviour, and the great ſalvation which he 
freely offers, and as freely gives, through the 
atonement of Chriſt to all who are willing to 
be ſaved in that way from the conſideration 
of death, judgment, and ternity from the 
unutterable felicity, the pure, uninterrupted 
Joys, and eternal glory of the ſaints in heaven, 
—and finally, from the molt aggravated ſin, 
aud future eternally unabating torments of 
impenitent unbelievers, in that world of wo, 
«* where their worm ſhall never die, and their 
fire never ſhall be quenched '* Knowing the 
terrors of the Lord he will perſwade men 
with bowels of the tendereſt pity and concern, 
and even * pray them in Chriſt's ſtead to be 
reconciled to God. 

He will alſo addreſs the wicked in a manner 


ſuited to their ſeveral characters, whether pro- 


fane, ſtupid, formal or awakened; but his 
addreſſes will all terminate in * teſtifying” to 
ſinners of every character * repentance towards 
God, and faith towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.'S 

The 


„Iſa,66. 24. Mark 9. 44—48. Cor. 5. 11 - 20. 54. 20.21. 
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The chriſtian preacher will, moreover, bs 
concerned to give proper inſtructions and di- 
| tedtions to the children of God, according to 
EZ their ſeveral degrees, circumſtances, trials and 
FE comforts ; he will be careful to feed the *theep 
4 and lambs' of Chriſt's flock; and he will be 
3 careful alſo that he feeds them with nothing 
but the ſincere milk of the word,” as being 
alone ſuited to promote their growth in grace, 
and in the knowlege of their Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

The time would fail me to be more parti- 
cular here, let me ſay in a word, he will not 
ſhun to declare to his hearers // the counſel of 
God, ſo far as he is able to explain and they to 
underſtand it; he will (in the beſt manner he 
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doctrines and duties of the chriſtian religion; 
he will be concerned to keep back nothing 
that may be profitable to the ſouls of his 
hearers ; labouriag rightly to divide the word 
of truth, and to give to every one a portion in 
due ſeaſon. 

In fine, however the chriſtian miniſter may 
be defective in ſome of the natural or acquired 
embelliſhments, and exterior, though uſeful 
ornaments of preaching ; one diſtinguiſhing 
beauty will be conſpicuous in his ſermons, and 
that is, they will be animated with a holy zeal, 
flowing froma heart warmed with love toChriſt, 
and the fouls of his hearers, which will diffuſe 
through his ſermons, the trueſt ſublime, and 

the moſt natural pathos. IM- 
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is able) lay open the whole ſyſtem of the 


IL WS 
IMPROVEMENT. 


It remains that we ſhut up the preſent diſ- 


courſe with a practical improvement, which 


ſhall be attenipted in the way of addreſs to 
the reſpective characters in this aſſembly. 
BG | 

1. Both the ſubje&t and occaſion lead me 
to direct the addreis to the Paſtors of the 
Churches here prelent. 

Much rejpc#:d fathers and brethren, 
Though am the leatt of you all, I know 

you will expect no apology for the preſent 
addreſs. When our great Apoſtle took his 
final farewel of the elders of Epheſus, there 
was an affecting ſolemnity in the ſcene, and a 
dignity of chatacter in his deportment, which 
cannot be eaſily deſcribed, much les imitated 
by any but a good miniſter of Jeſus Chrift. 

And when the chrittian minifter is about to 
experience the final ſeparation from his flock, 
he ftands in view of both worlds: Time and 


eternity lie open betore hm. Then is a pro- 


per time to effimate the real importance of 
things, and the worth of characters. Then 


he will fiod the unſpeakable comfort of being 


able to ſay *I am pute from the blood of all 
men, for I have not ſhunned to declare all the 
counſel of God. 

This moſt ſolemn ſcene, we who are the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel muſt ſhortly experience ! 
This we ſhould frequently cail vp to vic, 
eſpecially ſhould it be real and pretcat tw r 
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minds at ſuch- an occaſion as the preſent. 
duch is the connexion between the ſettlement 
of a miniſter with his people and his final ſe- 
paration from them, that the one naturally, 
and almoſt neceſſarily ſuggeſts the other to 
our thoughts, eſpecially as his comfortable 
ſeparation from them depends on the faithful 
diſcharge of his duty among them. 7 
We * had a very imperfect ſketch of the 
chriſtian miniſter's character at this time, and 
we have engaged in this office, yea more, we 
are haſtening to that final hour when all 
thoſe among whom we have gone preaching 
the kingdom of God thall ſee our faces no 
more, and we mult ſuffer a final ſeparationfrom, . 
the people of our charge, how ſolemn that. 
hour !—yea rather how folemn and important 
our office, the good or bad execution of which 
will fill our hearts with a heaven of joy, or 
overwhelm us with an ocean of wo, in that 
final hour My brethren, let us ſtudy— 
pray and preach much, and gzve ourſelves to 
the work of the miniſtry, left when we have 
preached to others, .we ourſelves ſhould be 
caſt- aways!——We are engaged in a good cauſe, 
we ſerve a. good maſter. We are haſtening 
faſt to our final period. And if we are faith- 
fu} to the death, he will give us a good, a 
glorious reward, evea a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away: n 
As the ſervants of the loving and beloved 
Redeemer, let us love our people, and love 
One 
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dne another; and whatever trials may attend 
our work, let us join with united hearts to ſay, 
None of theſe things move us, ncither count 
we our lives dear to vurſeives, ſo we ma, 
finiſh our courſe with joy, and the miniſtr 


which we have received of the Lord Jeſus to 
teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. 


I would now in a tew words apply the ſub- 
ject in an addreſs to him who is to be ſet apart 
at this time to the work of the goſpel miniſ- 


try in this place. 


Dear Sir, You are now about to tranſact 
with God and this people in matters of the 
moſt ſerious importance : the ſouls of this 
flock are, this day, to be committed to your 
charge ; and you muſt give an account of your 


ſtewardſhip. If any of them periſh through 


your neglect, you mult anſwer it to your ma- 


ſter; for thus the divine declaration runs. 
O ſon of man, I have ſet thee a watchman 
unto the houſe of Iſrael ; therefore thou ſhalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them 
from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, O 


wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſt 
not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, 


that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, but 
his blood will I require at thy hands. Never- 


| theleſs, if thou warn the Shea from his 


way, to turn from it, it he do not turn from 
his way, he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but 
thou haſt delivered thy foul.'* 


Theſe are the terms, my brother, on which 


you 
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you engage in this great work. - O put your 
truſt in God then, and by inceſſant prayer and 
unabating faith, ſecure his gracious preſence, 


direction, acceptance, and blefſing, that you 


may be an able, faithful, and ſucceisful mini- 
ſter of the New teſtament; that when the 
approaching ſolemn hour of your final ſepa- 


ration from this people comes, you way be 


able to ſay, *I call you to record this day, 
that l am pure from the blood of all men, for 
J have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the 
counſel of God. | 

Let me next addreſs you my brethren of 
this church on the occaſion of this joyful 
ſolemnity. 

Happy after all your diviſions, and trials, to 
ſee this day !—thrice happy if you continue 


ſtedfaſt to the end. Take heed therefore that 
| n not out by the way. Love one another-- 


love your paſtor, but love Chriſt above all. — 


Eſteem your miniſter highly for his work ſake, 
aſſiſt him with your prayers, receive the counſel 


of God from his mouth, practiſe it in yout lives, 
and follow him in all things wherein he fol- 
loweth Chriſl—and learn, by happy experi- 
ence, how good and © how pleaſant it is for 
brethren todwell together in unity,” that when 
you ſuffer a final ſeparation from your dear 
paſtor, and one another here on earth, it may 
be with the well- grounded, joyful expectation 
of reuniting beyond the grave, to ing the new 
eng to him who loved you, and waſhed you 


ftom your fins, in his own blood. Fi- 
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Finally, as a ſummary concluſion to this oh 
diſcourſe, I would offer a few words to this 


whole congregation. 


My dear Hearers, We who are the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, are bound to declare to you 
all the counlel of God ; and it is at the riſque 
of your immortal intereſt, if you negle& or 
refuſe to hear and embrace the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. Therefore let me tell you in a word, 


you are the workmanſhip of the great all- 5 
perfect Creitor, and the ſinful offspring of F 


apoſtate Adam: by nature you are the chil- 
dren of wrath, becauſe children of diſobedi- 
ence. There is, the e can be, no hope in your 
caſe, but only through a crucified Saviour 


He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all who 


come to God by him. And he invites, be- 
ſeecheth and commandeth you to come, and 
promifeth eternal ſalvation to all who trul 
comply with his benevolent call. Therefore, 
To- day if you will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts : for behold now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of ſalvation.” Even the 
ſolemnities of hi day are deſigned as one mean 
of your ſpiritual good. Oh! ſee to it then, 
that you do not turn e grace of God into 
licentiouſneſs, but hear that your ſouls may 
live—»for I do this day, in the name of my 
great Lord and M aſter, teſtify to every One of © 


1 
you, repentance towards God, and faith to- ; $ 
wards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. AMEN. 4 
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and qualifications for the great and 
important work of the goſpel miniftry, and 
being furnithed with ability from Chriſt 


the King and Head of the church for this 


purpoſe, and alſo being regularly called there- 
to by this church, do now, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſſed and glo- 
rious Head of the church, ſeparate thee, 
Joxr. BenepDicT, to the work of the goſpel 
miniſtry ; to labour in Chriſt's vineyard, 
and to be a paſtor of the church and people 
in this place. And we give thee charge in 
the fight of God who quickneth all things, 


and before the Lord Jetus Chriſt, that thou 


take the overſight hereof, not of conſtraint, 
but of a willing mind, not for filthy lucre ; 


and that thou purſue the deſign of the goſpel 


miniſtry, in watching for fouls as one that 
muſt give an account. Thou art ſent forth 
to preach the gofpel—preach therefore the 


word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of feafon ; - 


inſtruct, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long- fuffering and doctrine. In this matter 
labour to approve thyſelf to God, and to the 


conſci- 
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conſciences of men, a workman that needeth 


not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 


of truth, and giving to each one his portion in 
due ſeaſon, as a good and faithful ſteward of 
the miſteries of God. Take heed unto thy 

doctrine; hold faſt the- faithful word, . 


ſpeak the things which becomes ſound doc- 
trine. Be not aſhamed of the goſpel, nor 


ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God; 


but teach the way of God in truth, not 


caring for any one: And have thou a due 


regard unto all committed to thy charge; 
give all diligence to inſtruct the ignorant, to 
awaken the ſtupid, and to comfort the peni- 


tent; preach the doctrine of the fallen ſin- 
ner's total depravity, the neceſſity of regene- 
neration by the power and grace of God, and 
of repentance toward God, and faith towards 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Alſo preach free juſtification by the impu- 
tation 'of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, and 
that our comfortable acceſs to God is only 
through faith in his beloved Son ; and that 
all who believe in Chriſt muſt maintain good 
works, that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour. And from a principle of 
love to Chriſt, ſeed his ſheep, feed his lambs. 


And we give thee charge that thou take heed 


to thyſelf, as well as to thy doctrine. Flee 
whatſoever is unbecoming a man of Gud, or 


a miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but 


follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace; 
| be 
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be thou an example to the flock, a pattern of 
good works; keep thyſelf pure, that ſo thou 
mayeſt fave thyſelf and thoſe that hear thee. 

We give thee charge alſo, that thou faith- 
fully adminiſter the ſeals of the new covenant, 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, to meet and 
proper ſubjects, diſtinguiſhing between the 
precious and the vile. Alſo exercife thyſelf 
to keep up in the church pure goſpel diſcipline, 
as far as in thee lieth, for edification and not 
for deſtruction. Never lord it over God's 
Heritage ; on ſome have compaſſion, others 
fave with fear. Rebuke before all the obſti- 
nate ſinner; reſtore with a ſpirit of meekneſs 
the true penitent. And now we charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the holy Angels, that thou keep this com- 
mandment without ſpot and unrebukable. 
Neglect not the gift given thee, nor the truſt 
committed to thee : meditate on theſe things, 
and give thyſelf wholly to them, and conti-, 
nue in them to the end—Bz THOUFAIT H- 
FUL UNTO THE DEATH, AND THOU SHALT 
RECEIVE A CROWN OF LIFE. Amen. 
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O VE is the foundation of happine! 
to rational being S, Who are forined io 
ſociety and mutual intercouric. This is th 
temper in Wich tne happineſs of heavet 
will effentially conſiſt, and which will glow 
with inceſizat ardor, in the breaſts 0 
it's inhabitants, and fill tem % with 
C6 unſpeakable an. full of glory.“ Whe: 
therefore the church of Chrift on earth is 
united in this bond, when the members 
f his body are thus joined together, they 
are 2 reſemblance of the general aſſem- 
*« bly, and church of the firſt- born in 
„% heaven,” who are all united, not only 
to their common head, but unto each other, 
by that love which abideth forever,” by 
that charity which never fails. Behold 
« then 
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* then, how good, and how pleaſant it is 


-” 


“ for brethren to dwell together in unity!“ 


And as the churches of Chriſt, in their 
militant ſtate here, are appointed to exhibit 
2n example of the graces of the chriſtian 
temper, of which this of love is the chiet ; 


ſo it is of importance that this union ſhould 


take place amongſt them, that tbey may 
comfort and edify, may ſtrengthen and ani- 
mate each other in a growing conformity 
to the image of heir Redeemer and com- 
mon head, „ 'til they all come, in the 
* unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
« of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
« unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
* fulneſs of Chriſt:“ And it is of equal 
impertance that this union ſhould take 
place between the miniſters of Chriſt, to 


whom the diſpenſation ef grace is com- 


mitted, that they may ſtrengthen the hands 


f cach other in their common work, and 


may be a good example unto. believers” 
in charity and love. Thus it was in the 
primitive days, when religion prevailed in 


it's genuine purity, This temper of love 


reign'd in the hearts, and ſhin'd forth in 
the lives, of the followers of Chriſt. It 
united chriſtians to each other as brethren 
in Chriſt, and children of the ſame Father. 


The miniſters of Chriſt were united to 
each other, by this bond of union, which 
they manifeſted by Oy proper token of 


mutual 


| 
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mutual affection and fellowſhip, as occaſion 


required. So when any were about enga- 
ging in this work, and were to be ſent 
forth as labourers into the vineyard of God, 
the others gave them the right hand of 


fellowſhip as a token of their united con- 


currence, fellowſhip, and love. Thus was 
it done to the great apoſtle, when he was 
ſent forth ** to preach amongſt the Gentiles 
«« the unſearchable riches of Chriſt,” agree- 
able to the account which he himſelf gives. 
« And when James, Cephas, and John, 
% who ſeemed to be pillars, perceived the 
% grace that was given unto me, they gave 
„ unto me and Barnabas the right hands of 
*« fellowſhip, that we ſhould go unto the 
«« h-athen, and they unto the circumci- 
„ flon.” 

And agreeable to this ancient token of 
union and fellowſhip, which is left upon 
record “ö for our learning” and imitation, 
I do now, in the name and behalf of my 
brethren and the churches here preſent, 


give unto you, dear fir, bis right hand, as 


a teſtimony of our moſt cordial union with 
you in the bonds of our common Lord, 
and of our fellowſhip and concurrence with 
you in the work to which you are devoted 
and folemnly ſet apart. By this token 
we certify you that we will be ever ready 
to treat you as a miniſter of Chriſt, be- 
loved in the Lord, by all acts of chriſtian 

love, 
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Jove, honor, and eſtæem which God, in 


his word, requires towards' one that bears 


ſuch a relation to us. By this token we 


certify our cordial love and union to you, 


and allo to the church committed to your 
care; engaging that we will, in the ſtrength 
of divine grace, regard and treat you anc 


them as members. of the ſame body ol 


which we are members ;—that we will ever 
bear you upon our hearts to the throne oj 
divine grace, and conſtantly recommend you 


to that fountain of grace in the goſpel of 


. Chriſt, which is the foundation of all our 
hopes ;—taat we will be ever ready to af- 


ford you all that affiftance, by counſel anc 


otherwiſe, Which God of his grace, ſhal 
enable us to impart, and your circum- 


Kances may rcquire from time to time ;— 
requeſting the ſaine things of you, as occafior 
may require, and promifing to receive you 


counſels and admonitions with all that rea- 


dineſs which God ſhall direct and require of 
ud in his werd. 


We wish a bleſhing to the church com- 


mitted to your care. We wiſh a blefding to 


vou, dear lit, and that you may obtain mercy 


of che Lord to be faithful, that when the 


«« chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, you may re- 


4% -ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not 


4% awzy; that both you and we may be 


gathered into the kingdom of our aſcen— 


ged Redeemer, and, by an everlaſting bond 
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Me union, may be made perfect in ons, k 
„„ vith Chriſt, as he is in the Father, al. d 60 
«the Father in him.“ 1 
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